
INTRODUCTION

SCORING HIGH ON THE AP ENGLISH LITERATURE TEST
Around early July, you and the colleges you designate will receive a
score from 1 to 5, with 5 being the highest, for your AP English Lit
Test. Your high school will receive its report a little later. The
multiple-choice section is graded by machine, and your essays are
graded during a marathon reading session by high school and college
teachers.

A different reader grades each of your essays. None of the
readers know who you are (that’s why you fill in identification
information on your ph~k Section II booklet and then seal it) or how
the others scored your other essays. Each reader is familiar with the
work discussed in the essay question she or he is reading. Even your
open essay choice is read by someone familiar with the work. The
grading is done on a holistic system; that is, the overall essay is
scored, not just the development of your ideas, your spelling, or your
punctuation. For each essay, the College Board works out grading
criteria for the readers to use, much as your teacher uses a rubric to
evaluate your writing.

WHAT THE COMPOSITE SCORE MEANS
The College Board refers to the composite score as weighted because
a factor of about 1.3 (the exact number varies from year to year) for
the multiple-choice questions and a factor of 3.0556 for the essay
questions are used to determine a raw score for each section. That is,
the actual score you get on the multiple-choice questions--say 35~is
multiplied by about 1.3 (1.2273 for 55 questions h~ a recent year).
The actual score that you get on the essay test~say 21~is multiplied
by 3.0556. Those two numbers, your raw scores, are then added, and
the resulting score--somewhere between 0 and 150 (107, based on
the above example)--is then equated to a number from 5 to 1. A
score of 107 is good enough to get you a "5" for the test.
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WHAT DOES OF THIS

Study Strategy
Chapters .l-7 zvill help you
raise your score.

MEAN TO You.9
You can leave blank or answer incorrectly some combination of 20
questions on a 55-question multiple-choice section, get a 7 for each of
your three essays, and still earn a score of 5. It is not as easy as it
may seem, or the majority of students would not fall into the "3"
range, although a 3 may be good enough to get you college credit or
advanced placement. A score of 4 certainly will.

Take a look at the charts below. It takes work, but raising your score
may not be impossible. Sometimes the difference between a 3 and a
4 or a 4 and a 5 is only a couple of points.

POSSIBLE SCORE DISTRIBUTION
FOR A 55-QUESTION

MULTIPLE-CHOICE SECTION

SCORE = 5 SCORE = 4 SCORE = 3

Essays (3) ,MC Essays (3) MC Essays (3)

25 25 (8.33) 25 21 (7) 25 14 (4.66)
3O 23 (7.66) 3O 19 (6.33) 3O 12 (4)
35 21 (7) 35 17 (5.66) 35 lO (3.33)
4O 19 (6.33) 4O 1.5 (5) 40 8 (2.66)
45 17 (5.66) 45 13 (4.33) 45 6 (2)

The highest score you can receive on an essay is a 9, so the highest
total essay score is 27. It is possible to get a variety of scores on your
essays--7, 5, 5, for example. The chances are that you will not get a
wide range of individual essay scores like 6, 2, 5. Even if you did, you
could still get at least a 3 and possibly a 4, depending on how many
correct answers you have in the multiple-choice section weighed
against how many wrong answers you have.
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AP Composite Probability of
Grade AP Qualifier Scores Receiving Credit

5 Extremely Well Qualified 107-150 Yes
4 Well Qualified 93-106 Yes

3 Qualified 73-92 Probably

2 Possibly Qualified 43-72 Rarely
1 No Recommendation 0-42 No

According to the College Board, three quarters of the 130,000
students who took the test in a recent year received a 3 or better.
The cut-off point for passing grades may change from year to year,
but it remains in this range. This chart shows the actual conversion
scale in a recent year. What it means is that you neither have to
answer all the questions, nor do you have to answer them all
correctly, nor write three "9" essays to receive your AP credit.

SOME THINGS TO REMEMBER

Note             ~"

These are important facts
straight from the College 2.
Board.

.

The 50-55 question multiple-choice section is worth 45 percent
of your total score.

The College Board says that "students who perform acceptably
on the free-response section" can receive a 3 if they answer
correctly 50 to 60 percent of the multiple-choice questions.

There is no deduction for unanswered questions.

There is a quarter-point deduction for wrong answers.

The three essays together account for 55 percent of your total
score, with each essay being counted equally; that is, the open
essay comats for the same 18.33 percentage points as the other
two essays.
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WHY WE TELLING YOU THESE FACTS?
Because you can use them to your advantage.

,
It is important to spend time practicing the kinds of questions
that you will find in the multiple-choice section because 45
percent of your score comes from that section. You do not have
to put all your emphasis on the essay questions.

Test-Taking Strategy
The Diagnostic and .Practice
Tests will help you pace
yourself on the exam.

You can leave some questions unanswered and still do well.
Even though you will be practicing how to pace yourself as you
use this book, you may not be able to complete all 50-55
questions the day of the test. If you come across a really incom-
prehensible passage, you can skip it and come back to it later
and still feel that you are not doomed to a low score.

Study Strategy
See Chapters 1-3 for strate-
gies for educated guessing.

.
There is a guessing penalty. If you do not know anything about
the question or the choices, do not take a chance. However, If
you know something about the question and can eliminate one
or more of the answer choices, then it is probably worth your
while to choose one of the other answers. Rather than calling it
guessing, call it EDUCATED GUESSING. Even the College Board
suggests this strategy.

Study Strategy

Chapter 7 offers strategies for
being prepared for the open
essay.

o Because all three essays count for the same number of points,
the open essay is no more important than the other two. It may
seem more important because it provides you with so many
choices, but you can make it manageable, as you will see in
Chapter 7.

www.petersons.com


