
The Salt Brook Character Education theme this year is 
titled “YOU ARE NEVER TOO SMALL TO STAND TALL!”  
The theme was revealed at a fall assembly by members 
of the Harlem Wizards, who entertained the crowd with 
their combination of individual 
athleticism, teamwork, and stu-
dent and teacher involvement.  
They stressed with students that 
each person has special talents 
and that no matter what their 
talent is, whether it be in aca-
demics, athletics, the arts etc., 
it is their job to work hard to do 
their best and always keep im-
proving at their craft.  One of 
the smaller Wizards, “King Ar-
thur,” shared with the students 
his personal struggles of trying 
to succeed in a sport that is pre-
dominately played by taller ath-
letes. The key was never to give up, never complain, 
and always believe that you will succeed.  

The “Never too Small to Stand Tall!” theme will be car-
ried over into the hallways, cafeteria, and playgrounds 
during the current school year.  The students will be 
involved in learning activities designed to develop good 
character and empower young people to make good 
choices for themselves. The teachers and the 6th grade 
Character Education Club have 
been engaging the students in 
activities to help us learn how 
to “Stand Tall,” especially when 
presented with difficult situa-
tions.  Salt Brook parents are 
assisting by reinforcing this mes-
sage at home by asking stu-
dents, “Did you Stand Tall to-
day? Tell me about it.” Parents 
are praising acts that exhibit 
responsibility, kindness, respect 
for others, and leadership quali-
ties especially, when they com-
pleted the act or task on their 
own without someone prompting 
them to do it.  
As a follow-up to this event the District sponsored a 
Harlem Wizards vs. Proud Pioneers basketball game that 
evening, which was a huge success! All of the proceeds 
from the game were donated to the Bridges Outreach 
Organization. 

This year, the AWR Character Education program is called 
"PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS." The program started with a 
day of activities designed to emphasize teamwork, trust 
and cooperation. Boxes had been delivered to the school 

overnight but no one could open 
them. Students at every grade 
level were asked to find a key to 
unlock one of the boxes using clues 
supplied by their teachers. The 
classes worked together to find the 
keys hidden all over the school 
grounds and practiced marches and 
chants. 

At the end of the day, the stu-
dents, teachers and administrators 
gathered for an assembly to ex-
pand on the themes of the pro-
gram. The students were told that 
"Pathways to Success" involves aca-
demic and personal goals and that 

today had been so successful because everyone had coop-
erated together as a team. In addition to goal setting, 
community service was emphasized as a major focus of 
the assembly. The mystery boxes were then opened and 
the students were shown the street signs: Trustworthy 
Street, Pride Place, Honesty Blvd, Fairness Way, Caring 
Court, Respect Road and Citizenship Ave. These signs will 
be on display throughout the AWR halls to remind students 

of the important character traits 
needed for the program to be suc-
cessful.  
The assembly continued with six 
graders emphasizing the lessons of 
the day and the goals for the year: 
teamwork, hard work and effort. 
AWR principal, Mr. Barcadapone, 
told the school that teachers will 
be challenging them to set one goal 
per marking period, show improve-
ment towards the goal, and also do 
one thing for the community.  
Mr. Barcadapone also announced 
that as a reward for their work, 
one person, found to be excep-
tional by their teacher, will have 

lunch with AWR administrators once a month. At the end 
of the assembly, a large mystery box was unveiled to the 
students. This will be opened in June 2010 should the stu-
dents stay on their "Pathways to Success" this school year.  
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As part of their on-going development New Providence 
Middle School (MS) recently applied, and was selected, 
to participate in the Positive Behavior Support In 
Schools (PBSIS) project. The program encourages New 
Jersey’s exemplary schools to develop and implement 
school wide strategies that encourage student achieve-
ment and positive behavior. In addition emphasis is 
placed on creating the right school climate for the in-
clusion of students with disabilities. New Providence 
was selected because the program requires a coordi-
nated effort by the administration, faculty and commu-
nity: traditional strengths of NPMS.  
 
A MS “PBSIS Universal Intervention Team” was recently 
formed and the members will attend training in the 
“Positive Behavior Curriculum.” The training will allow 
the MS staff time to develop strategies that will en-
courage universal, secondary and individualized posi-
tive behavior interventions between students and staff. 
In addition, surveys will be distributed to the faculty, 
students and New Providence families and the data 
utilized to help develop effective differentiated inter-
vention strategies that meet the Middle School’s spe-
cific needs. 
 
The PBSIS initiative is growing, with new schools rang-
ing from preschool to high school in varied geographic 
regions of   NJ.  The NPMS is honored to be selected to 
participate and looks forward to working with PBSIS to 
develop the most effective, engaging and consistent 
school climate for all its students. 
 

This winter, a delegation from New Providence High 
School attended the annual regional 2010 YMCA Model 
United Nations conference at Hershey Park, Pennsylvania. 
New Providence student Tim Paine, the current Model UN 
Secretary General, had the daunting task of organizing the 
weekend for the over 1,300 students and 100 chaper-
ones/teachers in attendance. Tim was joined by Viraj Me-
hta, David Hays, Ally Brown and Michelle Agresti who all 
were chairs of various committees. 
 
The NP delegation had its most successful weekend ever, 
winning a variety of prestigious awards. Various New 
Providence students were also nominated to participate in 
this summer’s YMCA Youth Conference on National Affairs, 
a gathering of high school students from across the Nation 
at the YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly. In addition, next year’s 
conference will be led by a New Providence student, 
David Hayes, who was elected by his peers to be the 2011 
Secretary General. 
 
Most importantly, the conference raised thousands of dol-
lars in cash and food that will be donated to the Bethesda 
Mission. These donations will help hundreds of needy peo-
ple in the Harrisburg area. At the conference, New Provi-
dence also organized a recycling program that ensured 
that the supplies provided to each delegate were recycled 
and donated to underprivileged students in the Washing-
ton D.C. area. 
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The NPHS delegation that recently attended the Model United Nations Conference 

POSITIVE BEHAVIOR SUPPORT  
IN SCHOOLS 

NEW PROVIDENCE EXCELS AT MODEL 
UNITED NATIONS 
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The New Providence Performing Arts Department had a very 
busy and rewarding end to 2009! Continuing with their tradi-
tion of excellence, the high school marching band won multi-
ple competitions with their riveting show, Courage, Strife & 
Struggle: The Human Spirit. Under the direction of drum ma-
jors Melissa Loria and Tim Laciano and band director Mr. Mi-
chael Niedziejko, the band secured a first place finish at the 
US Scholastic Band Association’s New Jersey State Champion-
ship.  
 

Susan Kirkland’s high school choirs and voice class students 
provided musical entertainment at two New Providence Sen-
ior Citizen Center events. High school string students also 
performed for the senior citizens at an event held at the high 
school in November, and one delighted senior citizen asked if 
he could come back to high school to take music classes! The 
chorale sang the national anthem at the Wizards game in the 
fall, and the jazz choir provided musical entertainment at a 
United Way dinner. 
  

Under the direction of Mr. Craig Duke, the drama department 
started off the year with a bang, and a stabbing or two, with 
their fall production of The Musical Comedy Murders of 1940.  
Audiences were treated to some terrific performances by a 
talented ensemble of actors, ranging from "veterans" Mi-
chelle Agresti, Caitlyn Roper, and Brian Sullivan, to newcom-
ers Alexandra Kohut, James Whiting, Mariana Papaianni, and 
Mara Natale.  Excellent performances were also turned in by 
Greg Grimes as a deranged serial killer, Hayden Capace as a 
Nazi spy with a bad Irish accent, and Luke Heisinger as a not-
so-undercover detective.  The backstage crew and theatre 
production class also combined to create a beautiful setting 
for the play, with falling snow, revolving bookcases, and 
spooky lighting to compliment the comic mayhem onstage. 
 

Music performances began in the elementary grades with  
“beginner’s nights” for fourth grade orchestra and band stu-
dents. Mr. Donald Baker, Mrs. Celeste Zazzali, and Mr. Jose 
Rodriguez led their students in this exciting show-and-tell 
experience. In December, the elementary schools presented 

two outstanding winter concerts which featured each 
school’s fifth and sixth grade choruses, concert and jazz 
bands, and the combined Salt Brook and Allen W. Roberts 
orchestra. For the Pre-Kindergarten through fourth grade 
students, Miss Jennifer Starr and Mrs. Krisleah Passaro or-
ganized, and Mr. Ken Hess and Miss Catherine Flynn as-
sisted in a holiday sing-along on December 23. It proved to 
be a rousing way to begin the winter break. 
 

The middle school ensembles performed the district’s first 
true winter concert of the season on December 2. The or-
chestra, guided by Mr. Ed Fleischman, chorus and girl’s 
ensemble under the direction of Miss Catherine Flynn, and 
jazz band and concert band led by Mr. Gerry Polci gave 
exciting and polished performances. Also in December, 
members of the girl’s ensemble provided entertainment at 
the senior center’s annual holiday dinner and joined the 
guests in a seasonal sing-along at the end of a thoroughly 
enjoyable evening. 
 

When December 1st rolled around, the high school music 
ensembles kicked into high gear. The jazz choir enter-
tained at Canoe Brook Country Club and the marching band 
performed at the annual Christmas Walk. The high school 
vocal, band, and orchestral jazz groups provided music for 
a Rotary Club luncheon, the New Providence Schools staff 
holiday party, and the annual High School Jazz Assemblies 
for Salt Brook and Allen W. Roberts Schools – a highly an-
ticipated favorite of elementary students and teachers 
alike! 
 

As always, a true highlight of the December concert season 
was the high school holiday concert, held in the New Provi-
dence high school auditorium in December. Nine music 
ensembles were featured in musical selections that ranged 
from classics to bluegrass to traditional holiday tunes; it 
was a thrilling musical event.  

PERFORMING ARTS COMPLETE A BUSY  
FALL SEASON 

 Elementary students perform in the Winter Concert 

High School students in The Musical Comedy Murders of 1940 
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The New Providence Education Foun-
dation (NPEF) was established in 2004 
with the purpose of funding innova-

tive educational initiatives that will enrich the educa-
tional experiences of students in New Providence Schools.  
In addition, the Foundation works hard to foster partner-
ships between the New Providence Public Schools and the 
community to enrich the educational program in the 
schools. Over the last six years the NPEF has provided 
funding to a myriad of programs and technology-based 
projects across all preKindergarten to 12th grade levels 
and subject areas. In addition, 
they have sponsored events 
such as the International Festi-
val, Literacy Nights, Science 
Days, MicroDome presentations, 
after -school remedial pro-
grams, holocaust survivor 
speakers, and various guidance 
programs. This year the founda-
tion raised $60,963, bringing 
the total monies raised since its 
conception to $310,968. 

 
New Providence 
High School has 
recently been 
awarded a 
“Silver Medal” 

designation by US News and 
World Report. This puts NPHS 
in the top 3 % of public high schools across the United 
States. US News and World Report uses an evaluation sys-
tem which includes test proficiency ratings based on pro-
ficient and advanced proficient scores for all students in 
state testing as well as a college readiness index, calcu-
lated on Advanced Placement and International Baccalau-
reate test scores. 

 
The New Providence Middle School and 
High School Science Olympiad teams 
recently competed at the Regional Sci-
ence Olympiad Tournament held at Un-
ion County College. The team members 
worked for weeks studying advanced 

science topics such as ecology, astronomy, and meteorol-
ogy to prepare for written tests, while others worked on 
building many challenging engineering projects. These 
projects included a Rube Goldberg device, a home-made 
airplane capable of flight, and a wooden bridge that had 
to hold up to 15 kg.  Out of twenty-one teams competing, 
the New Providence Middle School team medaled in half 
of the events and placed fifth overall. The High School 
placed ninth overall in the High School Division. Both 
teams will be moving on to the State Tournament in 
March.  

 
 

STRATEGIC PLANNING 
As part of the New Providence 
School District’s strategic plan-
ning initiative, groups of over 
100 people, made up of town 
residents, students, teachers, 
administrators and board mem-
bers have come together over 
two public meetings to collabo-
rate on the future of the New 
Providence School District. 
The first session of brainstorm-
ing produced four main themes: 
application and transfer of 
knowledge, perspectives on 
community, personal/ interper-

sonal development, and technology competencies. The 
second meeting examined these four themes and how the 
district was performing with respect to each area. A de-
briefing session by the facilitators will occur at the regu-
lar meeting of the Board of Education in January and a 
final report will be presented to the Board of Education at 
their regular meeting in February. The report, in addition 
to the comments generated from the discussion sessions, 
will help guide the Board of Education and the administra-
tion in the development of long-range goals. 
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ALSO IN THE NEWS 

Middle School students work on their design during the Science Olympiad 
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