
2nd Grade Skills to Maintain over the Summer 
and other Important Activities 

 

READING: 

➔ Daily reading of books, magazines, online etc. for at least 20 minutes  
◆ Read with pencil and post-its to stop & jot when reading fiction 

● Characters feelings 
● Students thoughts 
● Predictions 
● Questions/Wonders 

◆ When reading non-fiction, write a book-report to teach someone else about 
the topic they just learned about. 

 

➔ Write about their reading by retelling using transition words like first, then, next, 
after that and finally.  
◆ Share with others 

● Send a recording 
● Tell someone 
● Write it down and have someone read it out loud  

 

➔ Read a variety of Genres and see if your child can find a FAVORITE! 
◆ Fiction 
◆ Realistic Fiction 
◆ Fairy Tales 
◆ Non-Fiction 
◆ Mystery 

 
WRITING: 

A. Keep a daily journal and have your child write down a minimum of one complete 
sentence about their day.  Be sure they include the who, what, when, where and 
why about some part of their day.  The goal being once that goes down they will 
want to elaborate about it and paint a picture to the reader.  This is a great habit 
to get into.  Other starters to encourage them to write could be something they 
are thankful for, something that made them feel mad/sad/glad that day, 
something they experienced on a given day (day trip, etc.) , and/or even a 
detailed description about the day's weather!  Remember to have them paint a 
picture for the reader and to give only important information and to use very 
descriptive words! 
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MATH: 

1. Basic addition and subtraction facts both online and with paper and pencil 
2. Addition and subtraction of 2 and 3 digit numbers with regrouping 
3. 1 and 2 step word problems with addition or subtraction. 
4. Explaining how and why they solved a problem using the “retell” method (First, 

then, next, after that, and finally) 
5. Challenge:  2 step mixed addition and subtraction word problems. 
6. Practice telling time on analog and digital clocks. 
7. Have your children use real coins to continue to label, know the value and  buy  

things from you as a game.  It’s never too early to learn how to count and use 
money!  
 

SOCIAL:  
Enjoy playing with friends and/or family and make it part of your daily schedule. It will 
be good for everyone (when permitted and safe to do so) to foster friendships, teach 
empathy and encourage kindness! 
 

➢ Board Games 
➢ Go play at a park (swings are awesome) 
➢ Staring Contest 
➢ Thumb Wrestle 
➢ Pick a song and create a dance 
➢ Draw outside with chalk and talk to your friends 
➢ Play different versions of TAG 
➢ Organized Sports 
➢ Have fun learning about idioms 
➢ Here are some sites we found to help with social/emotional learning 

■ https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/gam
es-skillbuilders/social-emotional-activities-for-children  

 
You can also look online for any topic and find endless “Things to Do….” web pages 
about any topic you can think of including fun outings & activities.  Be creative, 
schedule just enough in a day and remember to continue to teach your kids to be good 
people!  
 

https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/games-skillbuilders/social-emotional-activities-for-children
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/games-skillbuilders/social-emotional-activities-for-children
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Below are just a handful of  life skills, chores and other things important to introduce and facilitate 
independence and mastery of for your children!  If you think about each of them, there are many 
academic/social skills that can and will be taught during the learning of these activities!!!!  
AS PARENTS, WE HAVE TO TEACH OUR CHILDREN HOW TO DO THESE SKILLS.  
It is part of learning how to become a productive member of society!!!!! 
 

INSIDE: 
➢ Folding Laundry 
➢ Loading and Unloading the Dishwasher 
➢ Setting the Table 
➢ Making a shopping list 
➢ Help plan and prepare meals (follow a recipe, put away leftovers) 
➢ Using Alexa or Google (if you have) to set timers and reminders 
➢ Basic food preparation skills  
➢ Sweeping/Vacuuming 
➢ Making their own bed 
➢ Caring for a pet 
➢ How to call someone to say hello/check in (family/friends/teacher :)) 
➢ How to send an e-mail 

OUTSIDE: 
❏ Planning an outing and list of what to bring (pool/beach/road trip/picnic/etc.) 
❏ Practicing crossing the street safely with an adult supervision 
❏ Planning family fun nights/days 
❏ Wash the car 
❏ Gardening/Yard Work 
❏ Creative Outdoor activities (shadow tracing, chalk drawings, games, etc.) 
❏ All Types of Sports (i.e. create an obstacle course) 

 
Be consistent with your expectations…”Say what you mean and mean what you say!” 
Give first this then → that opportunities with a less desirable activity followed by 
something fun they want to do!  Include them in every day decisions and you will begin 
to see your child’s attention and maturity grow and GROW!!!!! 
 

YOU’VE GOT THIS!  
HAVE A GREAT SUMMER AND MOST OF ALL, 

ENJOY YOUR CHILDREN THEY ARE VERY SPECIAL! 


