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WHY IS SKIN CANCER IMPORTANT?
 It’s the most common type of cancer in the 

United States;
 about to       percent of Americans who 

live to age will be diagnosed with it, at 
least once;

 it’s found in more than 1 million 
Americans each year;

 it will kill nearly 8,000 people;
 …. and it is largely preventable.



A LOOK AT NORMAL SKIN



(~100 
um)

(~1-4 
mm)



WHAT IS SKIN CANCER?

 An abnormal overgrowth (a ) of 
certain types of skin cells in the epidermis 
that began as normal skin structures.

 A tumor can be either 
(generally localized and not life-
threatening) or (invasive or 
spreading, and may be deadly).

 Skin cancer is a malignant tumor, able to 
invade surrounding tissues and 
metastasize (or spread) to other parts of 
the body, BUT…..



IS SKIN CANCER DEADLY?

 … it depends on the type of skin cancer, and how 
or if it’s treated, as we’ll discuss in this session.



PRIMARY TYPES

Pre-cancerous
-Actinic keratosis
Cancerous
- cell carcinoma
- cell carcinoma
-
-Others (of the specialized structures of the 
skin)



ACTINIC KERATOSIS
 A condition of thick, scaly patches 

of sun-damaged skin. Also referred to as solar or 
senile keratosis.



BASAL CELL CARCINOMA

 A type of skin cancer that arises from the 
basal cells, small round cells found in the 
lower part (or ) of the epidermis, 
the outer layer of the skin.



BASAL CELL CARCINOMA
 Basal cell carcinoma accounts for more than 90 

percent of all skin cancers in the United States.
 It is a slow-growing cancer that seldom spreads 

to other parts of the body, and generally is 
readily treatable.

 May erode into surrounding structures if not 
treated. 



BASAL CELL CARCINOMA

Three common presentations:

Small, smooth, 
pale, or waxy 
shiny lump

Firm, red lump A lump that 
bleeds or 
develops a crust



SQUAMOUS CELL CARCINOMA

 Cancer that begins in squamous cells, 
which are ,            cells that look 
like fish scales.

 Squamous cells are found in the tissue 
that forms the of the skin.

 Also found on other                                      
internal and external                                         
body surfaces.



SQUAMOUS CELL CARCINOMA
 More than 250,000 new cases of squamous cell 

carcinoma diagnosed each year.
 Often develop from sun damaged areas called 

solar or actinic keratosis.
 Look similar to basal cell carcinoma, and even 

actinic keratosis.



SQUAMOUS CELL CARCINOMA

 Similar in appearance to actinic keratosis and basal 
cell carcinoma.



MELANOMA
 A form of skin cancer that arises in 

melanocytes, the cells that produce 
pigment and also are found in the 
epidermis.

 Melanomas usually begin in a mole, which 
is a benign cluster of and 
other tissue.

Normal
moles: 



MELANOMA
 Melanoma is the deadliest form of skin cancer, 

causing more than of all skin cancer 
deaths.

 About 53,600 people in the United States were 
diagnosed with a melanoma skin. cancer in , 
and approximately 7,400 died from the disease.



MELANOMA (THE A-B-C AND DS)

-- The shape of one half 
does not match the other.



MELANOMA (THE A-B-C AND DS)

-- The edges are often ragged, 
notched, blurred, or irregular in outline; 
the pigment may spread into the 
surrounding skin.



MELANOMA (THE A-B-C AND DS)

-- The color is uneven. Shades 
of black, brown, and tan may be present. 
Areas of white, grey, red, pink, or blue 
also may be seen.



MELANOMA (THE A-B-C AND DS)

-- There is a change in 
size, usually an increase. Melanomas are 
usually larger than the eraser of a pencil 
(5 mm or 1/4 inch).



MELANOMA
May be found when a pre-existing mole 
changes:
Early changes
- forming a new black area
- newly formed fine scales
- itching in a mole
More advanced changes
- texture changes (becomes hard or lumpy)
- itch, ooze, or bleed
- usually do not cause pain



WHO IS AT RISK FOR SKIN CANCER?
Light skin color, hair color, eye color. 
Family history of skin cancer. 
Personal history of skin cancer. 
Certain types and a large number of 

moles. 
Freckles, which indicate sun sensitivity 

and sun damage. 
Chronic exposure to the sun. 
History of sunburns early in life. 



HOW IS IT FOUND?

Mostly by self examination of the skin
 By observations by family members
 By skin examination during visits to the 

doctor

To catch it early, you have to LOOK for 
it!…
and then you have to DO something 
about it!



HOW IS SKIN CANCER TREATED?
The physician will:
 Determine what type it is (medical 

history, examination, biopsy)
 Determine how localized or extensive it is
 Then treat it….
 surgery (e.g., Moh’s, cryo, laser, curettage, 

grafts)
 chemotherapy
 radiation
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