
  Salt Brook School PTA    
Salt Brook School Science/Invention Fair Guidelines 

1. How’s the Science/Invention Fair conducted at Salt Brook School? 

The  projects are not judged. There is no formal presentation, but the student should be able to explain what he/she did in his/her own 

words. Individual or team projects are encouraged, but teams may only consist of up to three students. The students display their projects 

to fellow students, parents and teachers in a relaxed atmosphere. All participants receive an acknowledgement of their participation and 

will be invited to a pizza lunch party in the school courtyard in May. 

2. Rules to follow on Science/Invention Fair Day 

1. All displays must be set up the afternoon of the Fair. 

2. All displays must be removed and taken home at the conclusion of the Fair. 

3. Each display will be given approximately 2.5 feet of table space. Please plan accordingly. 

4. All displays requiring electricity must reserve the use of an outlet in advance. 

5. Dangerous chemicals, open flames and explosives are strictly forbidden. 

6. Students are responsible for all supplies needed for the project. 

7. Students are responsible for cleaning the display area upon completion of the Fair. 

8. Each student, or member of a team, should fully understand, and be able to explain, the project. 

 

3. What is a Science/Invention Fair project? 

A Science/Invention Fair project may be an experiment, an invention, and improvement on an existing invention, or a three-dimensional 

model. The project should allow the student to gain hands-on experience and knowledge in a particular area of science. The student should 

select a topic in an area he/she is interested in. Perhaps the student has always wondered about how something works, how something 

affects the environment, or how something that works may be affected by changing one aspect of it. Another source of topics involves 

current events. Oil spills and the devastation they cause, is one example. Ideas may also come from television. A number of TV commercials 

make claims about their products. Can these claims be tested? Use the internet and science books to explore potential ideas. Science 

projects are primarily experiments involving investigation in order to reach a conclusion. If the student can ask one of these questions 

regarding his/her topic, they have a good candidate for a project: 

• What is the effect of ____ on ____? e.g., What is the effect of light on plants? 

• How does ____ affect ___? e.g., How does humidity affect the growth of fungi? 
• What/which ___(verb) ____? e.g., What deodorant stops wetness better? 

Make sure the project will not harm or scare people or animals. The project should not harm the environment either. Dangerous substances 

should be avoided. No live animals are to be used. 

Students who wish to create inventions should follow these criteria: 

• The student has identified an authentic need for the invention. 

• The student has shown that the invention successfully addresses this need. 

• The student has demonstrated that the invention involves a new idea. 

• The student's oral presentation and inventor's log reflect their own work and an understanding of the invention process. 

• The invention design and prototype/model/diagram show appropriate use of materials and suggest that the invention will 

work. 

4. Steps to a Science/Invention Fair Project 

1. Select a topic. 

2. Gather information about the project’s topic. Use library resources and the internet. 

3. Use the Scientific Method: 

• State the purpose of the experiment or what you’re trying to find out. 

• State the hypothesis or your guess of what you think the answer or conclusion will be. 

• Decide how to run your experiment and how to measure your results. 
• Compare your results with your hypothesis and decide how to explain why they are the same or not. 

4. Gather the materials you need for your project. 

5. Run your experiment and record the results. Use graphs and charts, if possible. 

6. Construct your display. A display board will be provided to you by the PTA. 

7. Be sure you can explain your project on Science Fair day. Come to the Fair and have fun! 

 


