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Blessings 
Susan Peterson, Music Boosters President 

Our elegant and talented music faculty and colleagues at the 2010 faculty recital.  

T 
his photo of our amazing fac-

ulty reminds us how blessed 

we are in New Providence to 

have these talented and dedicated 

individuals teaching our children. 

Our heartfelt thanks go out to them 

and our administration for support-

ing the Performing Arts in our 

schools at a time when many other 

towns are cutting programs.  

We are also blessed with amaz-

ing parent volunteers advocating 

for our programs. The Music Boosters 

Board is in a time of transition as 

several of our members’ youngest 

children are moving on to college.  

This year, the board is actively 

looking for some new membership. If 

you feel passionately about the qual-

ity of Performing Arts Education in 

our schools and want to support it, 

consider joining the Music Boosters 

Board. For 2012-13 the Board will 
(Continued on page 14) 
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A Note from the Department Head 

of Fine, Performing and Practical Arts 
Mr. Kenneth Hess 

W 
elcome back! Our new 

school year is right on 

track and promises to 

continue in the tradition of 

excellence for all our performing 

arts students.  

In the past year I have been 

pleased to see 61 elementary 

school students accepted into 

county, regional, and all-state 

honor ensembles, the middle school 

music department winning the 

Esprit de Corps award at “Music In 

The Parks,” and 258 high school 

musicians performing for the 

delighted crowds at Disney World 

and Universal Studios. Our NPHS 

Marching Band recently won the 

Group VI-A national championship 

at the U.S. Scholastic Band 

Association competition. I thank 

our fine staff for their hard work in 

preparing our students for all their 

musical and theatrical endeavors.  

Last year, I mentioned that it 

was a year of change, due to 

budgetary cuts and the defeat of our 

school budget. During the past 

school year our students, staff, 

administrators, and parents all 

stepped up, resulting in an 

outstanding year for the performing 

arts department, as well as the 

passing of our school budget.  

 

 

This is cause for great pride. It 

shows a dedication to advocating for 

the education of each child. Many of 

this newsletter’s articles deal with 

advocacy in education, and 

particularly in the performing arts 

program.  

As always, I urge everyone to 

become a member of the Music 

Boosters to show your support for 

the performing arts, for your school 

community, and for your children. A 

membership form can be found on 

page 13 or use the CommunityPass 

system (read about it on page 14). 

Let’s work together and make this an 

amazing school year! 

New Providence Middle School music students celebrate with the “Espirit de 

Corps” trophy they were awarded at the “Music in the Parks” competition.. 

Did you know?  
Music Boosters has a page 

on the School Website: 

www.npsd.k12.nj.us  

To get there, go to Curric-
ulum/Departments (in yellow 
bar) > Music and Performing 
Arts and select Music Boosters 
from the menu on the left OR 
type "music" into search box 

and choose the first entry. 

Be sure to save it to your 

Favorites! 

mailto:newprovmusicboosters@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/npmusicboosters
http://www.npsd.k12.nj.us


T 
he mission of the New Providence Music Education and Performing Arts Department is to create and maintain a 
learning environment that provides the highest order of education in all aspects of the performing arts 
supported by the school district. We, as a department, firmly believe in the holistic development of each child 

and affirm that arts education is an integral part of each child’s education. 

Performing arts education provides a creative, yet structured, outlet for students to express themselves and 
encourages cultural and artistic awareness. Through performing arts education, students learn not only basic concepts 
and techniques of performance art forms, but participate in a lifelong enrichment activity promoting collaboration, 

problem solving, coordination of various levels of higher-level thinking and the pursuit and appreciation of beauty. 

It is the aim of the department that EVERY student participating in the performing arts program will benefit in 

some way because: 

 Performing Arts are FUN and for EVERYONE 

 Performing Arts help to mold lifelong basic skills 

 Performing Arts encourage and build commitment and dedication 

 Performing Arts improve quality of character 

 Performing Arts encourage and develop critical thinking skills 

 Cultural awareness and study is critical to our existence in an ever-changing global community 

 Beauty is critical to society 

New Providence Department of Music Education  

and Performing Arts Mission Statement 
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W 
elcome back to a new 

school year! It is always a 

pleasure to see our 

students and staff return with the     

enthusiasm that a new school year 

brings. Thank you once again for 

preparing your children for another    

rewarding year. 

This year promises to continue 

the excellence in the Music 

Education and Performing Arts 

Department. As our students 

continue to excel, they will have an 

opportunity to demonstrate their 

talent in many of the varied 

performances over the course of the 

year.   

Our High School Marching Band's 

concept this year is “The Elements,” 

and features musical selections 

focusing on air, water, fire, and 

earth. They have treated us to 

wonderful performances this fall, 

and recently won the state and 

national championships at the 2011 

United States Scholastic Band 

Department by 

funding a grant 

e n t i t l e d  “ T h e 

World's a Stage,” which supported 

performances all year long. 

I would also like to congratulate 

and thank all of our Music Education 

and Performing Arts staff for their 

tireless efforts and contributions, 

which have benefited our students 

and district.   

I want to take this opportunity to 

thank our Board of Education, the 

Music Boosters, parents, and 

community for their ongoing support 

of our programs. Please continue to 

visit our district website to access 

additional information and photo 

galleries from the Music Education 

and Performing Arts Department. 

As we begin a new year, I look 

forward to all of the magical 

performances ahead, and wish 

everyone an exciting and fulfilling 

year. 

FROM THE DESK OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
Dr. David M. Miceli, Ed. D. 

Association competition. 

We also enjoyed this year’s fall 

play, The Miracle Worker , 

performed Nov. 18–19. This classic 

play is based on the young life of 

Helen Keller and the challenges of 

teaching a disabled child. Our much 

anticipated four winter concerts are 

scheduled during the months of 

No v ember  and  Decembe r , 

highlighting the achievements of 

students in performing ensembles in 

elementary through high school. 

This spring, we look ahead to 

the presentation of The Pirates of 

Penzance for the high school 

musical theater production on 

March 16th, 17th and 18th. This show 

is an operetta by Gilbert and 

Sullivan featuring virtuoso singing 

and slapstick comedy.   

I would like to thank the New 

Providence Education Foundation 

for their support of the High School 

Music and Performing Arts 

http://www.npsd.k12.nj.us/
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The Value of Arts Education 
Ms. Susan Kirkland, High School Vocal Music 

A 
s a parent or guardian in this 

district, your support and   

involvement are vital to the 

success of our arts education pro-

grams. We are so fortunate that New 

Providence School District is a place 

where the arts can and do thrive.  

We have tremendous support from 

parents, our community, our Band-

wagon and Music Boosters, and from 

our administration.   

The Performing Arts staff is     

experienced, talented, and highly 

dedicated to providing the best pos-

sible arts education for our students. 

It's often easy, however, to take a 

good thing for granted. Unfortunate-

ly, we are hearing more and more 

frequently that arts programs are 

being squeezed out of public school 

curricula across the country and 

even within our own state. 

Effective arts education advo-

cates are becoming crucial to the 

survival of these essential programs.  

What are some ways that you can 

become involved? First, consider 

joining our Music Boosters organiza-

tion and attending meetings to learn 

what is happening musically in the 

district; second, attend student per-

formances; third, talk to your child's 

performing arts teacher about ways  

you can be an advocate for the arts; 

and fourth, educate yourself on Ad-

vocacy in Arts Education. Let's get 

started… 

A complete exploration of "The 

Value of Arts Education" would fill 

volumes of this newsletter. Instead, 

I've listed some relevant research 

findings and information to pique 

your interest. For more information, 

on Arts Education and Advocacy, 

please go to the NPSD website and 

check out the links on my teacher 

web page. The following was taken 

from a Canadian music education 

website: 

The very best engineers and 

technical designers in the Silicon 

Valley are, nearly without excep-

tion, practicing musicians.  

Source: Grant Venerable, "The Para-

dox of the Silicon Savior," reported in 

"The Case for Sequential Music Edu-

cation in the Core Curriculum of the 

Public Schools," The Center for the 

Arts in the Basic Curriculum, New 

York, 1989. 

"On the basis of observations 

and experiments with newborns, 

neuroscientists now know that 

infants are born with neural 

mechanisms devoted exclusively 

to music. Studies show that early 

and ongoing musical training helps 

organize and develop children's 

brains.” 

Source: "The Musical Mind," Susan 

Black, The American School Board 

Journal, January 1997. 

"School leaders affirm that the 

single most critical factor in sus-

taining arts education in their 

schools is the active involvement 

of influential segments of the 

community in shaping and imple-

menting the policies and programs 

of the district." 

Source: “Gaining The Arts Advantage: 

Lessons From School Districts That Val-

ue Arts Education,” President's Com-

mittee on the Arts and the Humanities 

and Arts Education Partnership, 1999. 

Physician and biologist Lewis 

Thomas studied the undergraduate 

majors of medical school appli-

cants. He found that 66 percent of 

music majors who applied to medi-

cal school were admitted, the  

highest percentage of any group; 

44 percent of biochemistry majors 

were admitted. 

Source: As reported in "The Case for 

Music in the Schools," Phi Delta Kap-

pan, February 1994. 

Source: “Profiles of SAT and Achieve-

ment Test Takers,” The College Board, 

1998. US. 

A 1997 Gallup Survey on the 

public's attitudes towards music 

revealed that 89 percent of re-

spondents believe music helps a 

child's overall development and 93 

percent agree that music is part of 

a well-rounded education.  

Source: “Americans' Attitudes To-

wards Music,” The Gallup Organiza-

tion, 1997. 

"Two research projects have 

found that music training — specifi-

cally piano instruction — can     

dramatically enhance children's 

spatial-temporal reasoning skills, 

the skills crucial for greater success 

in subjects like math and science." 

Source: Neurological Research, Feb. 

1997; Rauscher and Shaw, and Neuro-

logical Research, March 1999; Shaw, 

Graziano, and Peterson. 

The publication Academic Prep-

aration for College: What Students 

Need To Know and Be Able To Do 
(Continued on page 10) 

Students who study 

music and the arts 

score higher on the 

verbal and math 

portions of SAT than 

students with no 

coursework  

or experience  

in the arts.  

http://www.npsd.k12.nj.us/20212069133141413/site/default.asp
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T 
hank you so much for 

encouraging your child to be 

involved in music! You already 

know that studying an instrument 

greatly benefits their education and 

personal development. One of the 

best ways to advocate for the arts is 

to keep our programs strong. Of 

course, that responsibility begins 

with the teacher. But students and 

parents are also partners in the 

learning process. What follows are 

some ways that you can help your 

child to be successful.  

Practicing is essential for success 

on a stringed instrument. As parents, 

we all lead busy lives, and between 

work, home life, and making sure 

homework is done, monitoring our 

children’s practice can seem like a 

chore.  

Motivating students to practice is 

always a challenge. Instead of 

saying, “did you practice,” try 

asking, what pieces are you playing 

in school? Can I hear your part? What 

parts of this do you like/not like?  

Engaging them in the process 

instead of just directing to “go to 

your room and practice” may help. I 

will endeavor to have recordings on 

my website of the pieces we are 

performing, so you and your child 

can hear what the entire piece 

sounds like. Also set aside a room, or 

part of a room as the designated 

practice space where your children 

can have their music and instrument 

readily available. 

In addition to practicing school 

music, there are numerous outlets 

for purchasing other sheet music for 

your child’s instrument. A quick 

google search of “violin/viola/cello/

double bass sheet music” will yield 

Advocating for Strings: Tips to create success in orchestra 
Mr. Edward Fleischman, Middle School and High School Orchestras 

 Become a member: go to https://register.communitypass.net/

newprovidence and choose New Providence Music Boosters from the 

drop down list after you sign in to your account (see p. 14 for de-

tails) OR complete and return the membership form on page 13. 

 Volunteer — help with the Ice Cream Social or Market Days. 

 Attend performances—see coming events, p. 9. 

 Become a Market Day regular customer, p. 6. 

many results.  

A few good ones I have found 

a r e  s h e e t m u s i c p l u s . c o m , 

violinsheetmusic.org (free violin 

music), or 8notes.com. These are 

just a few of many, but you can 

find popular tunes, folk tunes and 

holiday music that can enhance 

your child’s playing experience. 

Finding the sheet music for a 

song that is already on your child’s 

iPod can be really cool! If you find 

any other good websites, please 

email me so I can share. 

Another way to inspire your 

children is to take them to see live 

music. It does not necessarily have 

to be orchestral music; any music 

that features your child’s 

instrument can serve to inspire 

them. American , Chine se, 

Japanese, Irish and Indian folk 

music all use some type of stringed 

instrument, and can be fascinating. 

Of course, there is nothing like 

the sound of a professional 

orchestra, and with our proximity 

to New York City, numerous 

opportunities abound. Just down 

the road off Route 78 in Newark is 

the NJPAC, home to the New Jersey 

Symphony Orchestra. (Visit  

njsymphony.org for their schedule.)  

Ways you can support the mission of the  

New Providence Music Boosters: 

You can check out the New York 

Philharmonic at nyphil.org. Closer to 

home is the Community Theater in 

Morristown. There are several 

orchestral performances throughout 

their calendar (mayoarts.org). Go 

see live music!  It’s well worth it.  

Those are just some of the ideas 

that come to mind, and I would 

welcome the opportunity to chat 

with you about it further. Again, 

thank you for encouraging your child 

to be involved in orchestra and 

thank you for advocating for the 

Arts. Bravo! 

https://register.communitypass.net/newprovidence
https://register.communitypass.net/newprovidence
http://www.sheetmusicplus.com
http://www.violinsheetmusic.org
http://www.8notes.com
mailto:%20efleischman@npsd.us
http://www.njsymphony.org
http://www.nyphil.org
http://www.mayoarts.org


 

T 
he first thing that can 

encourage young musicians 

might seem obvious, but it’s 

often overlooked. Take them to a 

concert. There are many free or low 

cost concerts in our area. It doesn’t 

have to involve an expensive 

Carnegie Hall ticket. Rutgers, 

Montclair State, and William 

Patterson are all within an easy 

drive. Their concerts are low in cost 

or free, but high in quality.  

There are also our own High 

School concerts and performances. 

The Marching Band performs at 

home football games, and in 

December there are performances 

by the Concert Band, Jazz Ensemble, 

Orchestra, and Chorus. We are very 

lucky  to have such great 

performances right in town. 

Next, don’t let them give up. The 

old saying goes, “nothing good 

comes easy.” That is so true as 

beginning instrumentalists. It will be 

loud. They will squeak. It may sound 

like a dinosaur is dying. That’s ok. 

Most people don’t learn to ride a 

two-wheel bike the first time. They 

Encouraging Young Musicians 
Mr. Don Baker, Salt Brook Band 
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Market Day is the year-round 

fundraiser to benefit the New 

Providence Music Boosters. 

Market Day is an online service 

that provides nutritious and 

delicious frozen foods that are 

delivered directly to New 

Providence High School. Buyers 

pick up their orders in the 

cafeteria between 5 and 6 p.m. 

on the designated delivery day. 

It’s that easy! Ten percent of 

every sale goes to the New 

Providence Music Boosters.  

It’s easy and convenient to 

view the sales flyer and order on

-line at www.marketday.com. 

See the great selection of foods 

— many brands you already use! 

Our Account number is #13649 

(or enter NP Music Boosters) 

fall down, get banged up, and get 

frustrated. Eventually they learn to 

ride. Some even ride to school 

carrying a trombone to rehearsal.  

Though it may be hard to 

believe in the beginning, it will get 

better as long as students practice 

diligently. Encourage them to try to 

practice at least a little bit each 

day. They can even get together for 

real “play dates.” Sometimes it’s 

more fun to practice with others.  

Also, have them give mini 

concerts of what they’re working 

on. If it’s good let them know. If 

only the beginning is good let them 

know that too. They will know 

when they are good and when there 

are problems; it’s one of the major 

things we work on in lessons.  

   When you let them know that 

some parts need work, they’ll know 

that you really are paying attention 

and that people who aren’t 

musicians will notice when 

something is good and when it’s 

not. 

Last, if you know of a high 

school musician nearby that plays 

the same instrument, bring your 

child to see them perform. Let them 

know that could be them in a few 

years. 

Everybody gets discouraged at 

times. My parents constantly bugged 

me to practice more, and for the 

most part, I’d put in the minimum 

required because none of my 

teachers taught me how to practice. 

It wasn’t until high school that I 

really started practicing on my own, 

but I’m sure glad my parents pushed 

me along when I needed it. Your 

children will be glad too, just don’t 

expect them to show it right away. 

Solid Brass performs for elementary students at an assembly 

sponsored by the Music Boosters last year. 

Becoming a Music Booster 

is even easier now with 

Community Pass! Read all 

about it on page 14.   

http://www.marketday.com


 

I 
n looking at or reflecting upon 

membership or participation in a 

school music program, the 

definite benefits of taking part in a 

school music program become quite 

apparent in a short period of time. 

While other programs and activities 

can deliver similar results, 

outcomes and benefits, there is 

something to be said about the 

pervasive nature of music in our 

world.   

In fact, all the art forms — 

visual, practical and fine — are 

somewhat taken for granted and 

are not valued as highly as other 

endeavors. A luxury and 

somewhat unnoticed at times, 

our society would become quite 

mundane if not for the 

opportunity to express ourselves 

in mediums to be seen, heard 

and felt. 

Day by day, year by year, 

school arts programs are being 

cut because they are viewed as 

supplementary and not integral. 

I must admit that to function in 

society, arts education is not 

completely necessary, but 

society itself would change 

substantially without arts 

education. The question is, does 

the society in which we have to 

function suffer if arts education is 

sacrificed?  

Simply take a drive or a walk or 

go see a movie. Go to a sporting 

event and try to take away all that is 

related to the practical, visual and 

fine arts that happen at or around 

the event. While an outcome or an 

experience will be had, would it be 

as enriching or even as entertaining 

or valuable? It can be argued that 

artistic endeavors would still exist, 

but as we move forward, how willing 
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Go Deeper — Participate in the Arts 
Mr. Michael Niedziejko, High School Bands 

are individuals to seek out that 

which is not easily accessible? 

We all are pushed, especially in 

New Providence, to achieve to the 

BEST of our abilities and to get the 

most out of every opportunity. This 

is reasonable and, quite honestly, 

expected. The state and our 

country are putting a premium on 

test scores and compliance with 

educational standards to keep pace 

with the global community and our 

economic and social international 

rivals, competitors and cohorts. 

Every day we are looking at how 

we can be better, but in doing so 

we are not necessarily concerned 

with the costs of efficiency or the 

dividends of progress. In my 

estimation, given the wonderful 

ambiguity and individualism of 

expression of and through the arts, it 

is impossible to measure intrinsic 

value or assess a person’s expression 

as a result. It is more reasonable to 

measure the processes and basic 

skills utilized in creation or 

performance of art, visual, 

practical or fine. 

    There are many people 

trying to fit square pegs into 

round holes with regard to 

assessment and measurement 

of student proficiency in 

education and that same 

approach seems to be used for 

all disciplines where clearly it 

cannot. To the states’ credit, 

they have kept an open mind 

and ear to those with expertise 

in non-mainstream disciplines, 

but while this is happening, all 

sorts of changing legislation 

and assessment concepts 

continue to be applied before 

we can really analyze and 

implement a system that 

works. 

    As a teacher of the arts, this 

is frustrating. I realize I have a 

great degree of bias in the 

matter of Arts Education 

Advocacy, as it is my livelihood 

and my life, but as a parent, I am 

appalled to hear that arts programs 

are cut. I also know and understand 

the importance of academic 

proficiency. What I am suggesting is 

that each student have every 

opportunity to be as well-rounded as 

possible. 

Participation in the arts develops 

a depth to an individual that is vital 

and important. Imagination and 

adaptability are cornerstones of the 

human experience and arts 

(Continued on page 11) 

The award-winning NPHS Marching Band performs 

at Disney World, April 2011. Music Boosters offered 

a scholarship and service program to help several 

students with trip expenses. 
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I 
t’s not difficult to be an advocate 

for early childhood music because 

it’s a passion for me. When I 

began my teaching career in New 

Providence in 1999, I knew that 

working with Elementary School 

children was exactly my “cup of 

tea!”  

At that time I didn’t know there 

were music programs that began 

even earlier. However, several years 

ago, I started a new chapter in my 

teaching life. I trained for and 

became a Music Together teacher.  

For those of you who have never 

experienced the magic of a Music 

Together class, it’s a parents and 

newborn-toddler music program that 

truly encompasses joy, creativity and 

exploration of music making 

(instrument play), dance, chant and 

singing. The parents are the role 

models and the teacher leads by 

suggestion.  

“Central to the Music Together 

approach is that young children learn 

best from the powerful role model of 

H 
ello, and welcome back to school; for school is truly cool. It has been 
a very musical summer for me as always and I hope yours was too.  
In the beginning of this year I was asked to write a poem and loved 

what I wrote, so I would like to share it with you. I call it “Love for Art.” 

 How do I express my love for art 
 These feelings I have felt from the very start 
 How do you express your inner art 
 Perhaps thoughts from within your sensitive heart 
 Inspirations from trees and leaves  
 The grace of space 
 Paintings from plain things 
 Or even unique sounds from towns 
 How do you express the inner you 
 Maybe from past to present and all the way through 
 From here to there we share 
 Love and music everywhere 
 From the beginning to the end 
 And back to the start 
 These are some of the ways I like to express my love for art  

Be inspired or inspire, write a poem and share it with your family, friends 
or even your teachers. I would love to hear your poems and perhaps it would 
inspire me too. Have a great year! 

Love for Art 
Mr. Jose Rodriguez, Salt Brook and A.W. Roberts Strings 

Miss Starr’s Soapbox 
Miss Jennifer Starr, Salt Brook and Allen W. Roberts Vocal Music 

parents/caregivers who are actively 

making music. The program brings 

families together by providing a 

rich musical environment in the 

classroom and by facilitating family 

participation in 

spontaneous musical 

activity at home in 

the context of daily 

life.” (www.music 

together.com)  

   There are no 

wrong actions, 

notes or words in 

the music. It’s an 

amazing way to 

spend 45 minutes 

with your child/

children. 

   Why do we need 

programs like these?

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 

music has become 

less and less an 

everyday occurrence in our culture. 

More families are passive listeners to 

music. While active music makers 

are becoming fewer, there are 

children growing up in a world where 

music must be sought out instead of 

being a natural occurrence.  

People used to sing, play, dance 

and explore more than they do 

today. Many in our society have 

grown to believe that music is for 

the “experts.” Early childhood music 

programs aim to give children the 

propensity to become music makers 

later in life.  

Music is truly for everyone. One 

need not be an expert to enjoy 

making music in the home. This can 

be as simple as dancing with your 

children to a CD or taking out all the 

Tupperware and pots and pans on a 

rainy day and tip, tap tapping away!  

(Continued on page 11) 

Ms. Starr (left) and Mrs. Zazzali share the joy of music-

making in the classroom with elementary students. 

http://www.musictogether.com
http://www.musictogether.com
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Nov. 30 MS Winter Concert

  7:30 pm HS Auditorium 

Dec. 6  AWR Winter Concert

  7:30 pm  HS Auditorium 

Dec. 7  SB Winter Concert

  7:30 pm  HS Auditorium 

Dec. 14 HS Holiday Concert

  7:30 pm  HS Auditorium 

Jan. 17 Vocal Recital (Fr/Soph) 

  7:00 pm HS Auditorium 

Jan. 18 Vocal Recital (Jr/Sr) 

  7:00 pm HS Auditorium 

March 16–18 HS Spring Musical 

  “Pirates of Penzance” 

March 28 Ice Cream Social 

  6:45 pm HS Auditorium 

Upcoming 

Events 

I 
n New Providence we are lucky to 

have parents who are so involved 

in and supportive of their chil-

dren’s educational endeavors. This 

involvement and support includes the 

arts as evidenced in the large annual 

membership in Music Boosters, the 

outstanding audience etiquette at 

school concerts, and the high       

percentage of student musical par-

ticipation K–12. And yet, parents ask 

how they can be even more of an 

advocate. Here are three great ways 

to advocate for your child’s music 

education. 
 

ADVOCATE TO DECISION MAKERS  

State and county legislators, and 

locally, school board members shape 

budgets and school policies that   

directly affect our educational pro-

grams. Periodically contact your  

legislators to voice your support of a 

total and complete education for 

your child, including arts education.  

Let your board members know 

how happy you are with the arts op-

portunities afforded your child 

through letters, attendance at board 

meetings, or when running into them 

at the supermarket. Also, tell your 

child’s principal about what a     

wonderful experience your young 

musician is having. Principals often 

spend much of their days dealing 

with the negative — a short email 

illuminating the positive is always 

welcome. 
 

ADVOCATE TO OTHER PARENTS  

Let others know how important 

your child’s musical study is and 

share how it has informed other   

areas, such as time management and 

study skills. Invite parents of younger 

students to high school concerts. 

Share stories of marching band with 

parents of elementary band members 

Talk to These Three 
Mr. Kenneth Hess, AWR Vocal Music 

or stories of high school musical 

productions with parents of middle 

school chorus members.  
 

ADVOCATE TO YOUR OWN CHILD 

Because children are the life-

blood of any educational program, 

it is of the highest importance to 

advocate to your own child. Praise 

for a job well done, creating a 

schedule to allow for adequate 

practice time, supportive atten-

dance at concerts — these are all 

ways to tell your child, “This is im-

portant to me and should be      

important to you, too.”  

Most importantly, I would urge 

all parents to not allow their chil-

dren to give up “when the going 

gets tough.” As students mature 

and move on to higher levels of  

musicianship, they require more 

practice.  

This often coincides with enter-

ing the pre-teen or teenage years, 

during which students often dislike 

everything, including themselves. A 

child may complain that practicing 

takes too much time or is “too 

hard,” or that they don’t feel it’s 

“cool” to do this anymore.  

A tendency may be to allow the 

child to quit musical study, which 

reminds me of an interchange I ex-

perience at least twice a year. 

When an adult learns that I am a 

music teacher, he or she often says, 

“I played piano (or trumpet or vio-

lin or sang in choir) when I was a 

young kid, but I quit. I really wish I 

had continued.” I have NEVER had 

anyone say they were glad they’d 

made that decision.   

This begs the question, why did 

their parents allow them to quit? 

When I was entering my pre-teen 

years I started to slack off in my 

piano practice and even contem-

plated quitting. My parents, who 

were not musically accomplished 

themselves, refused to let me do 

this. They speculated that my result-

ing free time would be spent   

watching TV, sulking, and generally 

being obnoxious — and rightly so. 

They  exercised the parental prerog-

ative to say, “No. You ARE going to 

do this.” I’m sure I rolled my eyes at 

the time, but it was the right thing 

for them to do.  

In conclusion, advocating to deci-

sion makers, fellow parents, and 

your own children can be as simple 

or involved as you wish, but it is  

important. The comprehensive    

performing arts program in New 

Providence is hard-won, and parent 

advocacy is essential to its mainte-

nance. Thank you for your support! 



F 
rom my earliest memories of 

K i n d e r g a r t e n ,  t h r o u g h 

c o u n t l e s s  g a m e s , 

performances, victories, and 

disappointments, my Mom has always 

been my number one fan, my 

unwavering “advocate.” 

Of course as a kid it’s not always 

easy to appreciate your parents’ 

actions on your behalf, and I recall 

plenty of occasions when I would’ve 

preferred she just observed quietly 

from the sidelines or the shadows of 

the audience, as opposed to 

announcing to anyone who would 

listen, “that’s my boy up there!” or 

“oh yes, my son’s the director!”  

But despite the occasional 

embarrassing moments, my Mom has 

constantly been my biggest 

cheerleader and instilled in me the 

belief that I can accomplish anything 

I set my mind to. 

Just before beginning my 

sophomore year in high school, I 

remember talking with my Mom 

about my classes and which electives 

I was interested in for the upcoming 

year. At my school, parents had to 

sign off on your schedule before you 

could register for classes.  

At the time, I was happily focused 

on sports; playing football, 

basketball, and running track, and 

had no real interest in “expanding 

my horizons,” as my Mom would say. 

But on the first day of school, much 

to my dismay, I found myself in the 

school auditorium, the lone boy in a 

drama class of 25 girls, with a very 

tall and imposing woman named Mrs. 

Roseman forcing me to get up on 

stage and introduce myself.  

Of course I hated it and 

immediately went home after school 

and insisted my Mom let me transfer 

to another class. But she held firm, 
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explaining “it might be good for 

you to have some new experiences 

and meet some new friends.” So I 

had no choice but to stick it out. I 

then begged my best friend Darin 

to at least join the class and help 

“save” me from a year of boredom 

and that strange woman towering 

over me onstage. 

Needless to say, that “strange” 

woman and her drama class 

changed my life and pointed me 

down a path I never would’ve 

considered otherwise. Darin and I 

h a d  m a n y  u n f o r g e t t a b l e 

experiences onstage and beyond, 

and we are both Drama teachers to 

this day. My studies in Drama and 

Education have taken me from my 

small hometown in southern 

C a l i f o r n i a ,  t o  t h e a t r e s , 

un ive rs i t ie s,  and amazing 

opportunities all over the world — 

New York, Dublin, Athens, and 

London.  

It was in a London theatre 

program that I met my beautiful 

and talented wife Lisa (another 

theatre teacher!). And now we 

have another beautiful and 

talented young lady embarking on 

her first theatrical journey. Our 5-

year-old, Natalie, will soon be 

appearing (to rave reviews I’m 

sure!) as “Chip the Dog” in a local 

children’s theatre production near 

our home.   

And during the past 20 years as 

both a teacher and director, I have 

had the extreme good fortune to 

work with literally thousands of 

students and experience so many 

truly memorable moments: Having 

two of my former students, 

“Cassie” from A Chorus Line and 

“Jane Eyre” dance at my wedding. 

Hearing from a former student, and 

now a decorated Marine 

veteran, how much his 

first trip to New York 

City meant to him and how happy he 

is to have seen the world. Bumping 

into a former student working in a 

Broadway theatre and hearing about 

his triumphs and struggles as an 

actor and filmmaker. Watching from 

the back row as a shy, timid 

newcomer suddenly transforms both 

the audience and himself with a 

standout performance.  

And after watching so many 

anxious opening nights and tearful 

closing performances, I am often 

moved to tears myself by the 

bursting pride, joy, and hard-earned 

self-confidence I see on the faces of 

my students, as the applause rings 

out and the lights slowly fade to 

black. And then I just smile and 

think of my number one fan … my 

advocate … my Mom. Thanks.  

Mother Knows Best 
Mr. Craig Duke, Drama Director 

Value 

states that ..."preparation in the 

arts will be valuable to college en-

trants whatever their intended 

field of study." 

Source: The College Board, New York, 

1983 [still in use]. 

An education in the arts readily 

engages a wide variety of learning 

styles and increases learning po-

tential for students. Schools who 

have integrated music and the arts 

into the curriculum have seen …  

an increase in test scores and stu-

dent attendance and a decrease in 

drop-out rates.  

Source: "The Arts and Student 

Achievement: Ideas for Schools and 

Communities," background paper for 

the Goals 2000 Satellite Town Meet-

ing, ArtsEdge. 

(Continued from page 4) 

(For additional resources see page 14) 



C 
an you remember a time in 
your childhood when you were 
being shaped into the person 

you would become? Most of the 
influences that shaped your 
personality are probably everyday 
occurrences that added up over 
time. Because of those experiences, 
you perceive the world in a unique 
way and have developed the 
character that makes you who you 

are.  

Ask yourself, “How would I be 
different if I didn’t have music as a 
child?” While you may not remember 
the exact rules of how a key 
signature works, or even how to read 
notes, you probably remember the 
togetherness you felt with your 
classmates. You were part of a team 

and a community.  

As the band director at Allen W. 
Roberts Elementary School, I 
encourage as many 4th, 5th and 6th 
graders as possible to get involved in 
the band. Your child will learn more 
than just music skills from playing in 
the school band. Time management 
and basic organization are life skills 
that they will learn along their 

musical journey.  

Often times, students will tell me 
that they can’t fit practice time into 
their busy schedules. It takes some 
effort to figure it out, and they may 
even have to come up with a 
schedule for how to spend their time 
after school, but in the end we can 
usually come up with something that 
works. In the process they are 
learning the important skill of time 
management which will last them a 

lifetime. 

In addition to all the extra-
musical benefits of music in our 
schools, there’s the simple fact that 
music is fun. It is an opportunity for 
our children to see that learning can 
be enjoyable and inspiring. Hopefully 
it will make them lifelong learners so 
they can live happy and fulfilling 

lives! 

Life Skills  & Music 
Mrs. Celeste Zazzali, AWR Band 

H 
ello, everyone! Fall is a time 
for new beginnings and a 
rejuvenation of the academic, 

athletic, and artistic experiences we 
share with our students. Through the 
years, I think these shared 
experiences have been the most 

gratifying for me as a teacher.  

I am beginning my seventeenth 
year at New Providence, and this 
year will be no different, as we 
experience new music, diligent 
individual effort, focused rehearsals, 

and the joy of performing.  

All of this happens during the 
course of our school year in the 
music department, and I’m happy to 
be one of a group of staff members 
dedicated to bringing the very best 
musical, educational and social 

environment to our students.  

We, as music teachers, are very 
fortunate to have parents of music 
students who feel as we do: music 
education plays a vital role in the 
development of a child and it’s the 
combination of academic, athletic 
and artistic study that makes for a 
rewar d i ng  an d  cha l leng i ng 
education. Luckily, our school 
administrators feel the same. I’m 
looking forward to another great 
year with my students and staff, and 

I wish you all good luck. 

New Beginnings 
Mr. Gerald Polci, Middle School Bands 

e d u c a t i o n  en c o u r a g e s  t h e 

development of one’s spirit. The 

ability to improvise and create is 

something fostered through working 

in the arts that is applied to all other 

disciplines and needs to continue to 

be supported and embraced. 

While we have a thriving music 

and arts program here in New 

Providence, things are changing.  

The balancing act of activities, 

events, family responsibilities, work 

and school is very daunting, creating 

stress and irritation. Unfortunately 

this is leading to a slow but steady 

decline in participation. 

The unbelievable pressure to 

achieve a certain GPA and get into a 

name college is creating a situation 

that undoubtedly will be felt, seen 

and heard in less development of the 

student as a whole — to graduate at 

the highest level possible no matter 

what the cost.  

I am NOT advocating academic 

indifference or laziness, but simply 

an understanding that we are 

members and creators of a society 

which is not as emotionally vibrant 

as it once was or can be. 

We have so many advancements 

in technology and resources that are 

so accessible, but little capability to 

fully experience wonder. Arts 

education helps students to be 

wonderful and to appreciate that 

which is beautiful, powerful and  

awe-inspiring.  

When putting together your 

inherent list of priorities, please 

make room for the arts so that 

everything has more meaning. I am 

also aware that as the world 

changes, maybe arts education has 

to change — just simply raising 

awareness. 

(Continued from page 7) 

Go Deeper 
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Another wonderful gift one can 
give their young children is a 
lullaby at bedtime. Your voice is 
your child’s favorite, whether they 
tell you so or not.  

Lastly, going to see live 
performances is also an important 
“musical vitamin” for kids. There 
are many free concerts offered 
locally, as well as events with 
reduced prices for children under 
12 years of age. Check with local 
museums, libraries and theatres 
and you’ll be surprised what lies in 
store for you and yours! 

Soapbox 
Continued from page  8 



Music Brings Us Together 
Ms. Catherine Flynn, AWR/MS/HS Vocal Music 

I 
've never heard a grownup say 

"I'm so glad I can't sing or play an 

instrument." When I sat down to 

write this article, the first thing I did 

was run a search on arts advocacy. I 

found many studies concluding that 

music enhances the minds of 

students, resulting in higher test 

scores, better social skills and a 

reduced chance of getting involved 

with drugs and other dangerous 

habits. All of which are true and 

wonderful, but I was particularly 

moved by this quote... 

"Music has a great power for 

bringing people together. With so 

many forces in this world acting to 

drive wedges between people, it's 

important to preserve those things 

that help us experience our common 
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humanity." Ted Turner, Turner 

Broadcasting System. 

I can’t think of a better reason 

to teach children how to actively 

participate in music than to insure 

that by doing so, they will feel 

connected to the world as they live 

out their lives.   

When I think back upon 

September 11, 2001, I remember 

that people all over the world were 

stunned and shocked at what had 

happened to our country, and I also 

remember that when people got 

together they sang.  

They sang patriotic songs, 

hymns, whatever people could join 

in with. There were people in 

England singing “God Bless 

America.”  

T 
he New Providence 
Music Boosters will 
sponsor WINDSYNC, 

the Houston based wind 
quintet, for two days of 
assemblies and master 
classes in all the New 
Providence Schools in April 

of 2012.   

WINDSYNC is a new 
instrumental ensemble 
dedicated to engaging both 
conf i rmed and new 
listeners to classical music, 
t h r o u g h  i n n o v a t i v e 
approaches to concertizing 
that are at the same time 
accessible, unconventional, 

exciting and interactive.   

Assemblies will be held for all 
grades at Salt Brook School on 
Thursday, April 19, 2012 at 8:50 and 
9:50 a.m. That same afternoon, 
WINDSYNC will do an assembly for 
New Providence Middle School 

students at 2 p.m.  

Music Boosters to Sponsor  

Assembly and Masterclasses in April 2012 

On Friday, April 20, there will 
be assemblies for all grades at 9 
and 10:15 a.m. at Roberts School. 
That afternoon, WINDSYNC will do 
a series of masterclasses for the 
NPHS Concert Band, and for small 
ensembles. Make sure to ask your 
children about their WINDSYNC 

experience! 

When I see film clips of the civil 

rights demonstrations during the time 

of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., I hear 

people singing “We Shall Overcome.” 

National anthems, school songs and 

popular music have defined and 

connected groups of people by what 

they value. 

In my private voice teaching, I've 

had several adult students come to 

me for lessons. After a few lessons, 

when they have a few skills under 

their belt, we usually have the same 

conversation... 

Me: "What would you like to 

accomplish through your voice 

lessons?” 

Student: "I'd like to be able to do 

things like sing in church, or sing 

'Happy Birthday' without feeling like 

I'm awful."  

Me: "Well, you sing just fine for 

that."  

They are so happy and relieved to 

hear that! They just want to 

participate in musical opportunities 

and feel as if they belong there. I 

feel bad that they have gone through 

their lives feeling as though they 

can't participate in something so 

basic to their happiness and sense of 

community.  

Music should be something in 

which everyone can feel proficient. I 

want my students to go on from New 

Providence feeling confident that 

they have the skills required to join a 

choir, participate in a community 

theater production, cheer for their 

team or salute their country with 

pride and confidence, ful ly 

participating in the world around 

them, experiencing their "common 

humanity." 

Those elevated SAT scores can't 

hurt either ;-). 
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Support Music in Our Schools 

Join the New Providence Music Boosters 

2011-12 Membership 
 

New Providence Music Boosters is an organization comprised of parents and friends 

whose purpose is to support the New Providence Music Department.  Every child in 

the school system, grades Pre-K–12, benefits from the activities of the NP Music 

Boosters. Your contributions, through membership, donations, fundraisers such as 

Market Day, and attendance at the Ice Cream Social, Biennial Faculty Recital and other sponsored events, allow us 

to supplement the Music Department’s budget. 

 In this time of unprecedented budget cuts, we anticipate the Music and Performing Arts Department will rely 

on Music Boosters more than ever. Your membership in Music Boosters is a testament to your commitment to keeping 

music and the performing arts in our curriculum.  Music Boosters funds have provided equipment, furnishings and 

enrichment programs for elementary through high school and have funded six scholarships for graduating seniors, 

including the Susan Iatesta Memorial Scholarship for Music Education.  

 All of this and more were made possible as a result of the efforts and support of the NP Music Boosters 

membership. You too, can become a part of this worthwhile organization at a cost of $20.00 per family.  We 

particularly thank those families who made donations in addition to the membership fee.  We invite you to join Music 

Boosters for 2011-12 by using the form below. Thank you.  

Susan Peterson, President; Jamie Peterson, Vice President; Richard Kaller, Treasurer;  

Barbara Friedman, Secretary; Evelyn Agresti, Membership; Stephanie Hern, Market Day Chair; and  

Mr. Kenneth Hess, Fine, Performing and Practical Arts Department Head 

Please complete the form below and return it with your check made payable to: 

New Providence Music Boosters, c/o Evelyn Agresti, 12 Hedden Place, New Providence, N.J.  07974, or return it to 

the New Providence High School office. (You may also join or renew your membership online—see page 14.) 

IMPORTANT DATES: Ice Cream Social, Wednesday, March 28, 2012, 6:45 PM, NPHS Auditorium.  

YES! I/We want to join the NP Music Boosters!  

$20.00 Family Membership — 2011-12 year 
Additional contributions are gratefully accepted! 

Name(s): ___________________________________________________________________________ 
as you would like them listed in Music Boosters and concert programs. Check here if you would not like your name listed in pro-

grams as a Music Boosters member.  

 

Street Address:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone #:___________________  

E-Mail Address (for event notices) ____________________________________________________ 

Child’s Name:________________School_________________Grade_______ 

Child’s Name:________________School_________________Grade_______ 

Child’s Name:________________School_________________Grade_______ 

 

     Membership Fee      $20.00 

     Additional Donation __________ 

     Total   __________ 

 

Contact me about volunteering _________ 



Blessings/CommunityPass 
(Continued from page 1) 

need to fill the Secretary and Mem-

bership Coordinator positions.  

Please join me in thanking     

Pauline Ting Connolly, who retired as 

Music Boosters Treasurer. Pauline 

was terrific as treasurer; her atten-

tion to detail and dedication made 

her extremely valuable, particularly 

to the NPHS staff in their planning of 

the Disney Trip. Pauline’s youngest 

child is a senior this year, and    

Pauline volunteers with many organi-

zations. She will most certainly be 

missed among our volunteers. 

Music Boosters welcomes two new 

names to the Board: Richard Kaller 

as Treasurer and Barbara Friedman, 

who is serving as secretary. Barbara 

has been coming to Board meetings 

for quite a while and has graciously 

agreed to help out in the 2011-12 

year while her youngest son is a sen-

ior. Rick stepped in as treasurer in 

September. Thank you, Barbara and 

Rick! 

COMMUNITY PASS 

New technology will offer us the 

blessing of making operational 

changes to Music Boosters functions 

this year. We have signed on to Com-

munityPass, the online registration 

system used by New Providence Rec-

reation, PAL, and the Community 

Pool, to handle our membership, Ice 

Cream Social ticketing, and other 

projects.  

It will also manage our email 

communications. Your Music Boosters 

membership puts you on our e-mail 

list to receive notification of upcom-

ing events in the Performing Arts 

Department. CommunityPass will 

help Music Boosters volunteers focus 

more on supporting the department 

and less on record-keeping. It’s a 

win-win-win situation! See the side-

bar for more information. 
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Because of this change, Music 

Boosters now also has a new email 

address: newprovmusicboost-

ers@gmail.com. All Music Boosters 

communications should be sent to 

this address. Please make sure your 

spam blocker is set to accept this 

address so that you won’t miss out 

on any emails from us!  

As if that weren’t enough, Music 

Boosters is now on Facebook! Visit 

u s  at  www.f acebook .com/

npmusicboosters for 

news about depart-

ment events, Market 

Day reminders, pho-

tos and more! You 

can also post com-

ments, suggestions 

and information 

about events in the 

music department.  

I have just been 

hired as the Opera-

tions Manager of the 

New Jersey Youth 

Symphony, here in 

New Providence. 

This is in addition to 

my job at Recrea-

tion. I’ll be focusing 

my time on the Mu-

sic Boosters Board 

on making the tran-

sition to CommunityPass and work-

ing with the Board and Music Staff 

on how to use this tool effectively. 

Since my new job will keep me 

out in the evenings, Vice President 

Jamie Peterson will be running Mu-

sic Booster meetings, coordinating 

volunteers and fulfilling other presi-

dential duties. Many thanks to    

Jamie for her support in making 

Music Boosters run more effective-

ly, and for the many things she does 

to support and advocate for music 

CommunityPass: 

Joining Music Boosters Just Got Easier  

Now you can join or renew your Music Booster 

membership online with a credit card. Go to  

https://register.communitypass.net/newprovidence 

and choose New Providence Music Boosters from the 

drop-down list to renew your membership. If you 

have already paid your membership for 2011-12, you 

will be receiving an email from the CommunityPass 

system as we enter your membership data.  

Many New Providence families already have a 

CommunityPass account through Recreation, PAL or 

the pool. That same account can now be used for 

Music Boosters. If you do not already have an ac-

count, the Music Boosters Board will be creating one 

for you. The system will send you an email with your 

username and password. You can log on at any time 

to change or update this information. 

in the schools and in the community 

at large. It is a great pleasure to 

work with her.   

All of us on the Music Boosters 

Board are excited about the changes 

this year. It’s going to make us a  

better support organization for our    

students. If you are interested in  

becoming more involved, please con-

tact any Board Member. There’s lots 

of fun work to be done! 

The Value of Arts Education  
By Ms. Susan Kirkland 
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