
Song Analysis Project Rubric 

Criteria D and below C B A 
structure Lack of clear 

organizational structure 
and failure to develop 
argument.  Does not 
include song and lyrics. 
 
 
 

May lack clear organizational 
structure and discussion may 
not be developed or coherent. 
May not include song or 
lyrics. 
 

Clear organizational structure 
and full discussion of entire 
composition.  
Includes song and lyrics. 
 

Clear organizational structure 
and well developed discussion 
covering entire composition.  
Includes song and lyrics.   
 

content Little attempt at analysis 
of song and lyrics and/or 
failure to use appropriate 
terminology. Makes no 
effort to link form and 
content in the 
composition.  Lacking in 
research about the song, 
the album, the artists and 
the cultural/historical 
context.   

More description than 
analysis of song and lyrics.  
Makes little connection 
between form and content in 
the composition.  May fail to 
include research about the 
song, the album, the artists 
and the cultural/historical 
context.   

Analysis of song and lyrics is 
strong and balanced and uses 
appropriate terminology. Makes 
link between form and content 
in the composition.  Includes 
research about the song, the 
album, the artists and the 
cultural/historical context.   
 

Analysis of song and lyrics is 
insightful and uses appropriate 
terminology. Makes a clear link 
between form and content in the 
composition.  Includes research 
about the song, the album, the 
artists and/or the 
cultural/historical context.  
Provides a sophisticated 
balance of analysis and 
information 
 

technical Song is not hyperlinked 
or embedded 
appropriately. Slides and 
media detract from, 
instead of enhance, the 
project. 

Song is available, but slides 
and media may not add to the 
overall value of the 
discussion.    

Song is hyperlinked or 
embedded appropriately. Slides 
and media enhance the project. 

Song is hyperlinked or 
embedded appropriately and 
seamlessly. Slides and media 
enhance the project and make it 
easier to understand.  

mechanics Mechanics so poor as to 
interfere with meaning of 
work. 

Poor mechanics used. 
 

Proper mechanics used: 
quotation marks around song 
titles/Album titles 
underlined/quotes the lyrics 
properly/present tense when 
discussing 
lyrics/grammar/spelling/sentence 
structure/punctuation. 
 

Proper mechanics used: 
quotation marks around song 
titles/Album titles 
underlined/quotes the lyrics 
properly/present tense when 
discussing 
lyrics/grammar/spelling/sentence 
structure/punctuation.  Reads 
smoothly and easily 
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